
Moon 

3474 km 

Distance 

The distance from Earth is not 

always the same - it varies because 

the lunar orbit is not circular, but 

elliptical. On average, you could fit 

our planet 30 times between Earth 

and the Moon. 

Closest: 356 400 km 

Earth 

12 756 km 

Farthest: 406 700 km 
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Colour 

The surface of the Moon is quite 

dark. The colour of the lunar landscape 

is mostly charcoal-grey. The Moon reflects the 

light of the Sun. 

Seen from Earth, the atmosphere scatters certain 

wavelengths of light. When the Moon is close 

to the horizon, it often looks reddish. As it goes 

higher in the sky and is less obscured by the 

atmosphere, the Moon appears more yellow. 
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Composition 

The surface of the Moon is mostly made 

of oxygen, silicon, magnesium, iron, 

calcium, aluminium and titanium. 

At its centre there may be 

a small, molten iron core . 
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60 kg Gravity 

On the Moon a person would weigh six times less than 

they do on Earth. This is because the Moon has one 

sixth the gravity of Earth. 
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-233 °( 123 °(

Temperature 

The sunny side of the Moon is hotter than 

boiling water, but the night side is colder than 

anywhere on Earth. Lunar temperatures vary 

from 123 °( in the day and down to -233 °( 

in permanently shadowed polar craters. 
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